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The tmage of a sifver coin issued by Atta Muhammad Khan, the Afghan
Governar of Kashmir (1808-1810), The coin was struck in the honour of
Shaikfi-ul Aalam and Shailf Hameah Makfidoom.

The coins were minted in Gold, Sifver and” Copper. No other saint
perfiaps tm fuman history fas ever had coins struck in fiis honour........




Socio-Spiritual contribution of
Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdoom —
An Axiological Perspective

Dr. Tarig Ahmad Masoodi
Senior Assistant Professor
MANULU, Hyderabad

Two Great Indigenous Sufi luminaries of Kashmir from
their life time to existing era have a profound impact and
influence on the hearts and minds of people of Kashmir. Their
outstanding services had conferred them the unique
distinction and appreciation in the backdrop of their
pragmatic approach to individual and society. They reinforced
among the people the axiological - understanding of universal

values attributes to social equality and harmony.

Hazrat Shaikh Noor-ud Din (Shaikh-ul Aalam) and
Hazrat Shalkh Hamzah Makhdoom (Mahboob-ul Aalam) are
the two stalwarts of spiritual eminence who transformed the
life style of this part of globe. They are the torch bearers of
cherished values of life. Both these versatile personalities
arofessed and practised the life concept of meliorism in their
contemporary social scenario. Igbal has well analysed this

point of view as:
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People of Kashmir are always indebted to them,
because the two towering missionaries played a historical role
by consalidating the message and mission of Hazrat Mir Syed
All Hamdani and subsequently cemented the unity, identity

and social integrity of Kashmir

Keeping in view the multi-faceted personality of Shaikh
Hamzah Makhdoom, his socio-spiritual contribution s
enormous, undoubtedly praise worthy and rema rkable. Shaikh
Hamzah Makhdoom merits as an Islamic scholar of par
excellence, a great spiritual mentor and upholder of human
values, stimulated the imagination and approach of people.
History tells us that sixteenth century of Kashmir was a critical
and trying period. But on the other side, this was also
considered a golden era, when we are observing on the scene
at a time glaxy of divines, scholars, academicians and
missionaries. This period of history has recorded tremendous
contribution in the field of spiritualism, social reformation,
language & literature, knowledge and education. The famous
contemporaries of Hazrat Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom were
Hazrat Mir Syed Ahmad Kirmani, Hazrat Shaikh Yagoob Sarfi,
Hazrat Sayed Mir Meerak Andrabi and other revered sufis of
Kashmir. But History stands testimany to the fact that Shaikh



Hamzah Makhdoom stands out prominently as a

representative spirit of his time.

One of the significant achievements of Shaikh Hamzah
Makhdoom was that he attained authority on the various
streams of Islamic Sciences ano specifically studied the
writings of Hazrat Mir Sayed Ali Hamdani. Empowered with
both Uloom Agliva wa Nagliya, his ideal guidance and training
created a reputed group of scholars and saints. They through
their creative and methodical writings enriched and
enlightened our literary heritage. Among them Allama Baba
Daud Khaki was most favourite to Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom.
The relationship between the two reminds us the closeness
between Hazrat Nizam.ud Din Auliya and Hazrat Amir
Khusroo. The works of Allama Khaki are of encyclopeadic
range and erudition. This was the reason that the personality
of Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom left definite imprints on the

minds of people of Kashmir.

While going through the metaphysical concepts of
Hazrat Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom, he like other sufi's,
vehemently emphasized that human life is spiritual in its
arigin. Therefore, he promoted the Ma'rifate-llahiyah (Gnosis
of God) with a definite understanding and feeling that nature
of evil is relative in its essence, it is goodness which actually
substantiates the worth and vitality of man, but its
deformation takes place under the adverse environmental

forces. Since man has been endowed with the capability of
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learning through three successive learning levels ie, the
sensory, the intellectual and intuitive or infnrmatlnm
knowledge and wisdom. This Integrated capacity formulates
his epistemological approach. The combination and cq.
relation of all the three levels of learning and understanding is
visible in the socio-spiritual contribution of Shaikh Hamzah
Makhdoom. Allama Khaki finds this charming synthesis in his

spiritual mentor as:
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Hazrat Makhdoom is an embodiment of knowledge
and piety, protector of Shariyah and spiritual rejuvenator.

i i e ug
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The blessings of Allah bestowed upon him

the knowledge with insight ilmi ludini

Thus he became reputed scholar in spiritual sciences.

When the metaphysical concepts are realized through
the epistemological approaches, it certainly facilitate and pave
the way forward for the growth and development of value
system aimed at to reconstruct the society on the sound
principles of Divine guidance. In this perspective Shaikh



Hamzah Makhdoom, as we see, out of his absolute
commitment to the purpose of life, acquainted people with
the universal values of life, specifically the value of Amr bil
Maroof. Biography of Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom gives us an
account of his communicative approach that his style of
di- zourse was obviously frank and sincere with nothing to
conceal and without verbosity. In the background of emerging
role of a devoted Muslims, Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom
stressed upon his disciples to perform the role as had been
played by the Messengers of Allah for the prime objective of
bringing society back to the previous fold of common
fellowship on the basis of their devotion to the Supreme
Being. Man as a vicegerent (Khalifah) needs definitely a higher
level of awareness and is pre-requisite for the fulfillment of
this core and compulsory responsibility i.e., Amar bil maroof
wa Nahi Anil Munkar. How eloguently Allama Khaki makes us
to understand the socio-spiritual contribution of Shaikh

Hamzah Makhdoom.
" W - d " -
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With the blessings of Allah’s Prophet (SAW) he in true
sense was vicegerent

Through his consistent and courageous efforts he
professed the spirit of Islam.




in the light of this couplet, Sayed Mohammad Qasip,

Shah Bukhari in his treatise “Taj-ul Aarefin”,
interpretation of "Wird-ul Mureedin”, mentions 2 hadit,

translation gpq

referred by Allama Khaki himself.

At & 3N
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Interestingly this hadith clarifies the nature and scope

of elevation of man of faith as khaleefa-tulfah is basically

related to the fundamental responsibility of Amr Bil Maroof,

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in one of his lecturers has

elaborated this pivotal issue as:

“The regent of God on earth, man, has an immediate
affinity with Him. This also makes man supreme to all

creations and makes him master not only of animal life but
also of forces of nature itself. The Quran proclaims again and

again, “Whatever is on the earth or in the heavens has been

made subject to man”

The social consciousness of Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom
was firm to inculcate the human values among the people. He
initiated well devised system of Taleem-o-Tarbiyat through his
learned, pious and devoted disciples in the Kashmir Valley. He
himself visited and re-visited village to village and place to

place.

10



Keeping in view the significance and necessity of Amr
Bil Maroof he advised masses to recite the “Awradi-Fatehiya”
regulatly along with the recitation of the Quran. Shaikh
Hamzah Makhdoom was much passionate towards the
Awrade- Fatehiya, which Is considered as a spiritual gitt of Mir

Syed Ali Hamdani to the people of Kashmir, Allama Khaki says:

J;:i' :-":’ ;hrjhj.ﬂﬁ' n.uf Bl
:—ffﬁf'ff[_?;ﬂb,f%*f ,_[fl.!'

Hazrat Makhdoom used to recite Awradi Fatehiya

along with his disciples with great passion.

Once at village Sheerasar people present there noticed
presence of spirits of Awliya ullah

Truly speaking the attitude of Sufi in relation ta Amr Bil
Maroof lies on the belief of the unimpaired love of God. This
sensibility on the part of man, has of course to be routed
through his love for his fellow beings and other creatures,
because all the creation of God constitute His one family. Thus
in the process of Amr Bif Maroof patience and forgiveness is
essential. Sufis inherited these traits from the ideal life of
Prophet of Islam (SAW). Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom in his
lifetime propagated and guided the people in a similar way
and bore the pain from the forces of ignorance, purely for all
round wellbeing of God's creation. Hazrat Mahboob-e-/lahi

often used to say:
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Y IS ATET,
Angels have been endowed with Love only

It is the man who possess both love as well as pain f;,
others

Hence the Socio-Spiritual contribution of Shaj,
Hamzah Makhdoom is infact historical and monumental, ),
carries ample significance and more relevance in the
contemporary Kashmir as well. His determination manifestey
the truth that Islam demands loyaity to God, not to throneg
Indeed, Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom belongs to the group g
glorious personalities whose contribution consistently inspires
the societies and always occupies a revered place in the mings
of people, Khwaja Sanayee has defined this fact as:

Jﬁlﬂl’éﬁ-’fﬁ-{k‘f.ﬂ};u
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Mahboob-ul Aalam (RA):
Pinnacle of our Spiritual Legacy

(Dr. 5. Igbal Quraishi)
HEAD, International Centre for Spiritual Studies,
Islamic University of Science & Technology

Shukur Lillah Haale mann har lahza Neiko tar shud ast
Shaikhe Shaikhaan Shaikh Humzah ta marao rahbar shud ast
(Allamah Khaki)

Kashmir being famous in the world for its picturesque
beauty that nature has bestowed her abundantly led it to be
known as paradise on earth Gar Firdows barr roye zameen ast,
hameen ast o hameen ast o homeen ost. Its environs full of
serenity has produced and attracted lots of personalities who
were in search of Absolute Truth & Reality and wanted to
dissolve their existence with the nature’s ecstatic dance. This
perseverance was so much passionate that this region became
a hub for spiritual experiences by the Sufi saints to unravel the
secrets and mysteries of the Truth and therefore, evolved to
be known as Pirewaer (The Garden of Saints).

The surroundings laid a great impact on the psyche of
the people of Kashmir to make them subtle and humane. The
onset of Islam to this region was welcomed by the then
Buddhist ruler Rinchen Shah (who was in search of Truth)
when one of the great Saint of Suhrowardi order namely Hz.
Sayyid Sharf ud Din Bulbul was meditating on the bank of river
lehlum and Rinchen Shah along with his wife were
overwhelmed by the spiritual impact of the saint and
embraced Islam. History bears testimony to the fact that the
people of Kashmir embraced Islam primarily by experiencing

13



its spiritual manifestations which were transmitted by the Sy

saints who had come here mostl
al movements and orders.

y from central Asia- the thep

treasure of spiritu
and within a short span of time

The process continued
attracted towards

majority of the population in Kashmir was
lslam and embraced it as the way of experiencing their lives

enlightenment, certainly with the untiring efforts of the Saints
cuch as Hz. Shah e Homadan, HZ Sayyid Husain Simnant and
Wr  Mir Muhommaod Hamadani, predominantly, Dby the
influence of their moral & spiritual character. T0 mention a
fow more Sayyid Muhammad Rufal al Asfahani, Sayyid Ahmad
Quraishi, Sayyid Muhammad Quraishi, Shaikh Noor ud Din
Reshi, Baba Nasr ud Din Reshi, Sayyid Ali Aali Balkhi, Baba
Boam ud Din Reshi, Babo Zain ud Din Reshi, Baba Lateef ud
Din Reshi, Baba Nawroze Reshi, Baba Shakcor ud Din Reshi,
Sayyid Muhammad Madani, Shaikh Baha ud Din Kubrawi,
Sayyid Jamal ud Din Bukhar) Sayyid Mansoor, Sayyid Hassan
Mantagi, Sayyid Muhammad Amin Owaisi, Mir Mirak Andrabi,
Makhdoom; Mir Sayyid Ahmad Kirmani,
khdoom Haji Ahmad Qari Al-Quraishi
is endless to be

Shaikh Hamzahh
shaikh Yagoub Sarfi, Ma

and Khwajo Tahir Rafiqui. As the list
mentioned and there has been a tremendous contribution of

these personalities not only in grooming the collective
character of the people of Kashmir but also by creating a
treasure of knowledge & literature that exists both in
published and unpublished forms. The literature expounds
various dimensions of knowledge & wisdom which includes
aumerous dimensions of Tasawwuf as well, wherein, the
secrets of Sufi experiences and observations have been

recorded.
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Since last mare than six hundred years now, our Patron
saint Alamdaar e khitaye Kashmir, Hz. Shaikh-ul Aalam has
soothed the generation after generation by his teachings
recorded In Shruks which had a great impact on the people
from all walks of life irrespective of cast, colour and creed.
History bears witness to the fact that Shaikh-ul Aalam carries a
distinct and iconic status for this region. He not only played a
very significant role in awakening the people against the
tyranny but also influenced all the then existent ideologies
and dogmas by the fundamentals of Tawheed, Tassawuf and
Gnaosticism,

Likewise, Hz. Sultan-ul Aorifeen Shaikh Hamzahh
Makhdoom carried on the mission of his predecessors and
strictly practiced the Sharioh. Hz. Makhdoom was born at
Tujar Sharief in 300 AH. In his infancy his mother suffered
from the scarcity of milk to feed him, so a nurse was called but
astonishingly he didn’t accept her milk for many a days and
ultimately it was unraveled that the nurse had come to feed
Hz. Makhdoom without the permission of her husband,
Keeping in view the spiritual inclination Hz. Makhdoom was
brought to Srinagar by his grandfather Zoitee Raina, where, he
imblbed Quranic knowledge from Baba Fatehullah within a
record time. Then Hz. Makhdoom was advised to join
renowned and prestigious Madrassah Dar-ush Shifo located
near the foothills of Koh-i Maran.

“After elementary study of the Quran in Tijr,

his village, Shaikh Hamzah was sent to Baba

Ismail Kubrawi, a well-known scholar of his

time, who enrolled him in the college known

as the Dar-ush-Shifa at the foot of the Koh-i-

Maran. Besides the Quran, its exegesis,
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Traditions and the Figh, Shaikh  Hamzah
ctudied Sufism and allled sciences. Lne of his
noted teachers was Akhund Mulla Luthullih,

Anather was Mulla Fathullah Hagganl, the son

of Baba lsmail Kubrawl" (G.M.D. Sufi, Kashir-

Belng a History of Kashmir, vol 1, All Mohammad &

Sons, 1970, 2008, p. 11 2)

Hz. Makhdoom used Lo go to Khangoh e Shamsf Chy
for performing Dhikir to satiate his spiritual quest, The bog
Asrar-ul Abrar mentions that Hz. Makhdoom said that he wg,
hestowed with knowledge from Gaib (unseen), moreove
Allama Khaki says in the masterpiece Wird-ul Mureedeen;

Chu khuda ilme ludini kard taileemash ze mehar
aahre asrar-i lahi aalimay omhar shud ast

Knowledge to him was bestowed by the Creator Himself
Thus in the mysteries of creation he acclaimed Mastery

Furthermore, Khwajo Azam Dedmari mentions j;
Wagiyate Kashmir that Hz. Makhdoom was initlally guide
from Gaib and thereby, points towards his association witt
Uwaisi silsilah and then, once Hz. Makhdaom in a dream say
Prophet (PBUH) wherein, he ordered him to take Bayah (oath
on the hands of Hz. Soyyid Jamal ud Din Bukhari who woul
reach to him very soon. And the same thing happened and Hz
Makhdoom took Bayah on the hands of Hz. Sayyid ar
entered into the Suhrawardi silsilah, as Allamah Khaki says:

Gam no bayad khurd maaroan rowze hashr az tishnagi
Mumbaye een silsilah chu Sagiye Kawser shud ast

Let us not be worried about the thirst on the doomsday
As the origin of this sifsilah is the holy Prophet (PEBUH]
(Sagi-e-Kousar) himself

16



Hs  Makhdoom throughout his life practiced and
transmitted the secrets of spiritual enlightenment, ecstasy and
frenzy amongst the hundreds and thousands of disciples along
the lengths and breadths of this region in order to know and
go nearer to the Absolute Reality and achieve purification, as
the holy Quran proclaims, “But those will prosper who purify
themselves (87:14).

Prof. Syed Mohi ud Din Habib who translated a book of
Abdul Majeed Raina's Sultan-ul Aarifeen Spiritual Epitome of
Kashmir writes:

Allah had favoured Hz. Mahboob-ul Aalam Sultan-ul
Aarifeen with such high status and unlimited blessings that in
avery word and action and in happenings and events 3 clear
glimpse of his intuitions, miracles and manifestations were
reflected. There is no limit to his spiritual events and
manifestations. Baba Daud Khaki writes once an idea came to
my mind that | shall write a bit about the miracles and the
manifestations of my guide which | saw with my own eyes and
heard with my own ears. The time came when Dy the Divine
help and favour of God | decided to write an eulogy about him
and produced in me the power to present his miracles, his
<tatus and spiritual manifestations”.

It is a well established fact that the people of Kashmir
embraced Islam under the influence of Sufis and the impact is
so strong that they by and large for the last 700 years adhered
to lslamic faith and practices associated to Sufi culture of
tolerance, accommodation, togetherness and harmany
without any apparent serious difference or conflict among
sects or religions. Kashmir is an unique place in the world
where Islam was spread through spiritual (Sufistic) influences
exhibiting great degree of forbearance, love and peace
amongst the masses, which unfortunately at present is
diminishing every day in and day out.

Hz. Makhdoom as a missionary with great zest and zeal
travelled along length and breadth of the region to

17



disseminate the real message & teachings of Islam. He was
instrumental in setting up a large number of masjids all over
the region and a galaxy of disciples of highest intellect wereg
groomed by Hz. Makhdoom who inturn vehemently worked
on the ground amongst the common Masses both individually
and collectively to spread the real message of Islam. The
prominent disciples are Hz. Mir Baba Haider Tulmull, Hz. Baba
Dawood Khaki, Hz. Shaikh Ahmad Chogli, Hz Khwaja Hasan
Qari, Hz Khwaja Ishaag Qari, Hz. Khwaja Sikandarpuri, Hz,
Baba Ali Raina, Hz. Meeram Bazaz, HLZ. Shaikh Rupa Rishi, Hz.
Shaikh Baba Harde Rishi, Hz, Sayyid Mir Khan, Hz. Mullah
Feroz Ganal, Hz. Mullah Shams ud Din Pal, Hz. Khwaja Attar
Ganai, Hazrat Mubarak Khan Baihagi, Hz. Khwaja Usman Koul,
Hz. Mullah Sofi Baba, Hz. Mullah Sofi Ahad, Hz. Mir Abdullah
Qazl, Hz. Khwaja Bahram, Hz. Mian Manik Shah, Hz. Khwaja
Dawood Tusi, Hz. Regu Dar, Shaikh Behram Gortengoo,
Maulana Mir Muhammad Afzal, Hz. Shaikh Bayazid, Hz. Shaikh
Hassan Baba Mutawalll, and Majzoob Zeeti Shah Dragmullah.
Later on the mission was continued by the great missionaries
like Hz. Baba Naseeb-ud Din Gazi and Hz. Shaikh Dawood
Batmaloo and the Silsilah is still in continuum and having deep
roots in unraveling the complexities of the knowledge and
wisdom to know the Absolute Reality. Maoreover, the
endeavours put forth by Hz. Makhdoom in institutionalizing
the integrated holistic system of education by introducing the
concept of Taleem and Tarbiyat. Hz. Makhdoom then became
the Muhtamim-e Aalg (rector) of Dar-ul Shifa and also
developed a library in the vicinity of Hz. Sayyid Belaad-e
Rumi’s shrine.

Few masterpiece literary works written by the disciples
of Hz. Makhdoom are:

Wirdul Mureedin and its interpretation Dastur-ul
Salikeen — Baba Dawood Khaki, Risalae Sultani- Shaikh Ahmad
Choguli, Hidayat-ul Mukhliseen -~ Baba Haider Tulmuli,
Chilchilat-ul Aarifeen — Shiakh Ishaag Qari, Tazkirat-ul

18



Murshideen — Khwaja Meeram Bazaz, Tazkirat-ul Aarifeen -
Baba Ali Raina, Ramooz ul Tallbeen - Maulana Jafar, And the
later contributions are Noornama — Baba Naseeb ud Din Gazi,
Asrar-ul Abrar — Baba Dawoad Mishkatl, Sultani = Mullah
Baha- ud Din Mattoo etc. Almost every historian and
chronicler of Kashmir has mentioned the role and contribution
of Shaikh Hamzah with high reverence. Most of the poets
especially Mathnavi writers and sufi poets of Kashmir have
composed eulogies of this reversed saints.

Notwithstanding that, from the later part of last
century differences ameng sects or religions have surfaced
vehemently and the culture of tolerance and accommodation
diluted with adverse effects on peace and harmaony, has led
the people of Kashmir towards a Moral & Spiritual vacuum. In
fact, to undermine and trivialize the real message and
philosophy of Tasawwuf there is a type of critical
incompetence, alas, too frequent, that tries to hide its natjve
sterility behind a barrage of fine and impressive words. Vague
thinking, ill-formed generalizations, diffusive and rambling
developments of half baked ideas often acquire a deceptive
appearance of exactness and solidity by the well-known trick
of camouflaging words.

Those people who claim to have understood the
prablems of ailing humanity should study the life and works of
the great saints like Hx. Makhdoom to re-evaluate and re-
access their claims, as the Ziyarah stands out, even in this era
of materialistic predominance, for those who are in the guest
of the Divine search.

As Allah says, "Whosoever shows enmity to someone
devoted to me, | shall be at war with him. My servant draws
not near to Me with anything loved more by Me, the religious
duties have enjoined upon him and My servant continues to
draw near to Me with supererogatory works so that | shall
love him. | am his Hearing with which he hears, his Seeing with
which he sees, his Hand with which he strikes and his Foot

15



with which he walks. Were he to ask {something) of, | would
surely give it to him and were he to ask Me for refuge | Would
surely grant him. | do not hesitate anything as much | hesitate
about (seizing) the soul of My faithful servant .. he hates
death and | hate hurting him” (Hodith e Qudsi, Sahih Al
Bukhari),

To conclude, in the present chaotic upheaval of globa|
happenings the fundamentals of human values have come
under a severe disqualification and amongst these values the
most strived for is the peace of mind, which has often been
breached on one pretext or the other but if one turns the
leaves of history it becomes evident that individuals even in
messy times generally enjoyed a peaceful orientation but in
our times the most severely hit segment of serenity is an
individual which results in restless family and a reactive
society. It is thus very important to ravish a way out which can
at least bring human beings together under the overwhelming
influence of an atmosphere of tranquility. In such an
unpleasant atmosphere spirituality is the only tool which can
gradually grow and will take the shape of soul for every aspect
of life. To conclude | quote the words of Mirza Kamal-ud Din
Shaida says:

Aap ki seerat saraapaa jazbaye Islam hai

Aap ki aawaaz may tawheed ka paigoam hai
Khake paa say aap kay Khaki bhi Aflaki hua
Baarakallah keemiyah woh pavkare khaki hua
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Shaikh Hamzah Makhdum (RA):
Between Faith & History

Dr. Tanveer Hayat

With the advent of Islam in Kashmir in early 14th
century, a8 process of gradual transformation in the social &
religious life of the people began. The old ideas, traditions &
beliefs which had for centuries dominated the actions &
aspirations of the people were profoundly affected with new
developments. The synthesis of the old & new ideas resulted
in the emergence of an Indo-Islamic society with new culture
groups. After the establishment of the Sultanate in Kashmir,
Islam began to spread rapidly and also transform the life of its
people. As a result of their contacts with the Sufi saints who
had come from Central Asia, the local converts adopted many
of their manners, customs, dress styles etc and at the same
time, they didn't abandon all of their old beliefs, practices &
traditions which they held dear to their heart. The result was
the development of a new unigue social order in which the old
ideas & institutions mingled with the new ones. We see, that
with the large scale conversion to Islam, the spirit of the old
varna system was revived and in due course of time, a new
society based on class distinctions came into existence. This
change was brought about by the unifying & levelling force of
Islam as well as the efforts of the Sufi saints. The sufis
practised "Sulh-e-kul" or "peace to all", a formal policy of
multitudinism and inclusivity. Most of the sufis came to
Kashmir from Persia and Central Asia who were proficient in
the Islamic laws. But in due course of time, many local
scholars also acquired the necessary knowledge and came to
be recogrised as full fledged jurists. These local scholars also
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influenced the social, religious and cultural life of the peopls
Among these local scholars, Shaikh Hamzah Makhdum™ rap,
the most celebrated saint of Kashmir. It is difficult to name
socio-cultural sphere on which Shaikh Hamzah has not exerte,

an ennobling influence, whether it be religion, politic
3l the style of human relation,

literature, music or above
the doors wide of h

Shaikh Hamzah Makhdum had opened . .
discipleship & admitted (all sorts of people into his discipling]

nobles & plebeians, rich & poor, learned & illiterate, citizens §
villagers and these people refrained from many imprope

things & practices, because they considered themselve
disciples of Shaikh Hamzah Makhdum. Owing to the influenc

of Shaikh Hamzah, most of the Muslims of Kashmir go

inclined to Mystic practices, prayers and seclusion from thy
world & came to have a faith in their Shaikh. This faith wa

shared by kings & commoners alike. In Kashmir valley, we finc
that there is an uncommon connection between the reveren
and the revered. The emotional strings that bind the two arg
exceptionally firm. That is why thronging to the shrine
celebration of Urs, recitation of a popular prayer Aurad-
Fatehiyah, Khatmaat, Naat etc have become the essence o
Kashmiri Muslim culture. The shrine of Shaikh Hamzal
Makhdum is among others a highly visited shrine in the
Srinagar township. Local citizens and other followers living ir
far off places come all the away to visit the shrine on regulai
basis in a bid to satisfy their spiritual needs. On their visit:
they perform many rituals backed by certain beliefs. The
strong beliefs are the sources of motivation for the follower:
to make them offer Mannat (divine intercession) and perform
rituals. Present study aims at understanding the belief system,
key functions of the shrine and a variety of rituals performec
by devotees of the shrine at Koh-i Maraan hillock. The
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scholarly works of Prof. Abdul Qayoom Rafigi, Prof.
Muhammad Ishaq Khan and Prof. Muhammad Ashraf Wani
emphasized the role of khangahs in the history of Islam in
Kashmir. However they have not taken up the Muslim life and
rituals at the khangahs for a detailed discussion considering
their focus on either Sufism or nature of conversion to Islam in
Kashmir. | have discussed the devotional aspect of Islam in
Kashmir and the study is not concerned with the matters of
theology but that of faith. Kashmir has rightly been described
as "Pirwaer" the abode of saints & sufis and the sufi traditions
& practices put forth by its saints are still being followed here
with great passion & respect. One would experience it at the
respective Sufi shrines and tombs of this land, The recent
ongoing Urs celebrations of Shaikh Hamzah Makhdoom at his
tomb over the Kohi-i Maraan hillock is an eye opener to those
who think that the centuries old Sufi traditions of this land
have disappeared.

For the matter of simplicity this paper is divided on
Kashmir society into three major sections. The first section -
deals with the impacts of the Kohi-i Maraan shrine, the second
one discusses the people's belief and the third and last section
deals with the rituals performed at the shrine .

SECTION-1
1. KEY IMPACTS

Picturesquely situated in the lap of Koh-i Maraan, also
known as Hari Parbat, the shrine of Shaikh Hamzah is the most
famous sufi centre after Shaikh Noor-ud Din Noorani's(RA)
shrine of Chrar-i Shareef. Shaikh Hamzah Makhdum is the
founder of Makhdumi Silsilah an offshoot of Suhrawardiya
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silsilla, which is most popular sufi school of Kashmir. His shrine
s a living sufi centre where several sufi traditions and
practices are still being performed with great passion, love
and respect. Although several scholarly works contain useful
information about Shaikh Hamzah's life and rale in the history
of sufism in Kashmir, no attempt has so far been made to
study the historical importance of the shrine particularly in
forging close ties between the people living in urban areas
particularly Srinagar and the rural areas. Shaikh Hamzah with
a village background, settled in Srinagar with the definiteness
of a purpose. His mission was not simply to popularise the
teachings of the Suhrawardi order but to internalize the
teachings of the rural based indigenous order of the Rishis
too. In this way he widened the scope of the Suhrawardi order
in the valley. The historical importance of the Shaikh Hamzah's
Khangah at Koh-i Maraan essentially lies in its being a great
centre of Sufi learning of the 16th century.

Behind such a meaningful development having far and
wide historical repercussions was the spiritual personality of
chaikh Hamzah himself who set in vogue certain literar
traditions in the Khangah itself. Special arrangements were
made outside the Khangah for imparting lessons on the
Quran, the Hadith, Jurisprudence and Sufism. This khangah o
Shaikh Hamzah provided the masses, a space to accommodat
their everyday problems and provided them ample chances t
satisfy themselves; spiritually as well as worldly.

The shrine as a social institution has certain impact
which are discussed below:
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1. SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS:

From the social point of view, the festive nccasions at
the shrine seem to add something joyous and memorable to
the dull lives of the Muslims of the city'™. People who have a
Bayat on the specific shrine(Pir) come under the circle of Pir -
bhai (those who share the same spiritual saint use such a
terminology — Pir - Bhoj). It promotes group cohesion and a
- strong bond of togetherness among them. Before the dawn of
the modern era, rural-urban relationships were extremely not
only limited but at times extraneous as well; hence social
contact was often confined to small isolated groups. The
shrine of Koh-i Maraan of course provided a rare opportunity
for Muslims living in rural areas to come out of their closed
social environment and join fellow Muslims from distant areas
participating in the festival. While writing about the villagers
participation in the festivals held at the muslim shrines, a keen
observer like Arthur Neve remarked: these are the greatest
days to which the people especially women and children look
keenly forward; for not only is there the display at the shrine,
but the opportunity of showing off their best clothes and
jewellery and of seeing the shops of the city and making their
frugal purchases. A bundle on the man's back contains a few
days rice and condiments and the wife carries a fat cock as a
present to the Mullah's™, During the festive occasions, the
shrine provided opportunities for buying and selling special
kinds of dishes or commodities. It attract merchants and
‘artisans and good business is done. To those businessmen
‘who find it difficult to sell their goods all through the year, the
shrine of Koh-i Maroan offers a suitable outlet for their
surplus goods. Traders seem to do good business on such
occasions. Meanwhile dozens of makeshift stalls are erected
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o both the sides of lanes leading to the reversd shrine, slling

Sferent types of sweets, confectionery e & eatabley

sesides traditional Kashmiri food items and goods-
£ PEOPLE: :

3. STRESS MANAGEMENT FOR TH
is highly correlatag

in Kashmir. stress and depression s
with the decades of conflict which has left kashmirig

obi
exhausted and traumatized. Many devotees 0N PTORing
stressful due to poverty,

Sescribe their living situations 35 ° i, gl
facnily dit astiy heaith problems W
amily disputes and mostly SicHION G

chranic. tack of mental pasce, spiritusl s01aCE: SAtSIRES
heart and 50 On. people regularly visit the shrine to

manage their sress and tensions and 10 get menta|
satisfaction and tranquility. Almost all visitors (17 of 20)
TE'\L‘:"e-«'i that they get peace of mind which serves as

meditation. Moreover, they get hope for success and get
-orfidence about their wishes to he fulfilled. Few respondents.

' (4 of 20) reported that they came here 1o submit themselvas:'
to Alizh, bow before Him 2nd request pardon from Him and.
s=sk His mercy in order 10 get their sins pardoned and get
shair wishes fulfilied. The shrine institution can thus be
understood as a kind of place where one can come and get rid

of the stress and other psychological problems.

4. RECREATION:
Basides emphasizing the involvement of followers in.
religious devotians, Sufi chrines also attract the secular
tourists and others for the sake of enjoying sacial gathering
2nd recreation. Various combinations of historic, artistic and
scenic site characteristics and colourful religious festivals are. g
the principal attractions for non-followers and secular tourists.
Making visits to the shrine of Shaikh Hamzah Makhdum, |
personally accompanied various villagers on such trips and
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found that sometimes these trips provided entertainment &
allowed for sightseeing and adventure to the visitors . It was

interesting to note that during the course of data collection,

not @ single respondent reported to visit the sufi shrine for

winning lottery or prized bond.
s FEAST OR FREE FOOD:

The organizing of Langar (free kitchen) is an important
soclo-economic activity of the Sufi shrines of the
subcontinent. During the Urs free food and water 1s served ta
the devotees at the shrine. The traditional sweet pudding
(Halwa) mixed with raisins & almonds constitutes the main

rural Jurban dessert and remains the speciality of all such
feasts. Thousands of hungry and homeless are fed free at the
shrine several times throughout the day. The langar Is
grganized with the financial support of the people. To meet
the expenditures of the langar, contributions of each

individual and social group is accepted. During medieval
period such types of contributions or donations were called

Futuh (Unasked charity). The acceptance of the donations
always remains unconditional and unclaimed. Generally no
publicity is given to the name of the donars. Devotees also
carry cooked yellow rice in big plates and other pots and
distribute it among the visitors. People, rich and poor with a
feeling of devotion and respect receive a haadful of this food,
commonly known as “Teher”,

SECTION: 2

BELIEF SYSTEM:

People visit the shrine of Shaikh Hamzah Makhdum
(RA) both for worldly problems and for spiritual solace and
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guidance. Findings of the study revealed that majority of thy
people have strong belief in the blessings of Shaikh Hamzay,
and they visit the shrine to fulfill their social, economie
physical and spiritual needs. They believe that the enshrinag
Sufi listens, corresponds and helps them in multiple ways. Oy
further probe, they highlighted that they come i rE""E"Ed;.

Darbar and pray to get rid of their worries. The Sufi knowsg

their worries and intercedes which eventually brings the

mercy of Allah with his immense blessings. They recognizeg
the legitimacy of the sufi as mediator because being Mugarag
of Allah, he is in a better position 10 advocate prayers of
followers to him. It was questioned to the vicitors that whap
comes to those who don't visit Sufi chrines? A majority of the
visitors (17 of 20) replied that it is their personal belief . Op
further probe they said that non-visitors are ignorant of the
blessings of Sufi and don't visit these places. The same
guestion was put in other way that what non-visitors of
shrines think about the visitors? Visitors of the shrine carried
different responses. Some said that they (non-visitors) believe
us doing shirk, whereas others said they think it Is our own

belief system and ca rried neutral response.

The devotees thronging the shrines are stuffed with
great zeal. Their love for religion Is immeasurable. While for
some the love for their religion need not to be demonstrated,
yet for others the emotional outpourings inculcate a great
ardour for the faith they profess. Religion can't be relegated,
yet at the same time the fact that a Muslim is also an
individual, can't be denied. As an individual, he can't
transcend his own historical context, He is the product of his
historical and social environment. He is a socio-psychological

phenomenon. His behavioural patterns can't be overlooked,
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so one has to see through the different forms of human
behaviour. A social historian studies the emotions- their
springing up, their expression and finally their impact. In
Kashmir, shrines are the places where emotions are transiated
into religious and spiritual ideas. But the traditional veneration
of the sufis ought not be misconstrued as an innovation or a
syncretic fusion of Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam. Undoubtly,
Muslims of Kashmir strictly adhere to the five fundamentals of
Islam and the devotees never cease to offer the obligatary five
prayers at prescribed hours, There is not a single shrine in
Kashmir that doesn't have a masjid attached to it. Everyday.
the call to the faithful brings people from distant corners of
the city and other parts of Kashmir here to give expression to
their devotion to Almighty Allah and reverence for the holy
saint. Infact, the shrine of Shaikh Hamzah Makhdum with its
inspiring environs has been a place of great sanctity for
people belonging to different faiths and creeds, which has
made it 2 fogal point of Kashmiri's cultural heritage.

SECTION-3
RITUALS:

Religious rituals can be seen as the rules of conduct
which prescribe how a man should confront himself in the
presence of sacred objects with the aim to uphold the
community and renew the sense of belongingness to the
gmup.{'“ Similarly, Srinavas, in his study of coorgs of south
India showed that the social function of these rituals is to
express and maintain the solidarity and continuity of
structural system . The valley of Kashmir has a significant
culture of shrines. People visit shrines on regular basis. Their
associations vary in term of visiting shrines having particular
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belief associated with them. The shrine at Koh-i Marg,,

serves as Sufi centre where devotees come to seek the hEID

and assistance of the enshrined soul. Thursdays and Fr‘l-.':l,a.Ir=

experience a heavy rush of devotees There E':‘E Man,
interesting traditions and rituals sssociated with this shring

The most interesting ones are as follows:

L. PRAYERS:

Congregational prayers are offered by SEvery)|
thousand people, who converge from different parts of the
valley to the famous shrine and hold special prayers for th,

peace and prosperity of the region.
2. MANNAT (Divine Intercession):

The major reasons for visiting Sufi shrine include
praying for ill and poor, the daughters marriage, passing the
exam, to mitigate the family disputes, resolve family conflicts,
praying for marriage with the beloved and for better future of
children and for birth of child. One participant who was 33
years old, belonged to urban area and said, | had four
daughters and my family members used to curse me for not
having 2 male child. Even my husband and mother-in-law
considered it my fault. | was disturbed and didn't know what
to do. A lady in my neighborhood advised me to pray and give
alms at this Darbar (referring to Shaikh Hamzah). | donated a
sheep and prayed with full thrust for a male child. Almighty

Allah granted me a male child and I'm very happy in this
regard. Since then, | have been regularly visiting and giving
donation at this Darbar.



3. VOTIVE RAGS:

This is the most interesting ritual in which a childless
couple visits and ties votive rag (deash) on the shrine wall,
door or window and make a promise to donate something
when their wish is fulfilled. People perform this ritual in
conjunction with a Mannat. If the wish is fulfilled, the devotee
comes back and opens the knot of votive rag and give alms
and perform some rituals at the shrine.

4, TORCHING OIL LAMP (NOW CANDLES) & PERFUMED
STICKS:

At most of the shrines in the valley, people torch
traditional oil lamps or candles and perfumed sticks as a part

of their belief system.

-} NOT TURNING BACK TOWARDS TOMB:

People don't turn their backs to the burial in a tomb as
3 mark of respect to the saint. They believe that by doing so
they are paying homage to the enshrined saint.

B. VISITING SHRINES WITH BARE FEET:

This is the key guideline for the devotees of the shrines
to keep their feet bare. By doing this they pay homage to the

Saint.

7. TOUCHING THE TOMB OR WALLS OF SHRINE:

Sometime people perform many rituals only for the
self satisfaction. This ritual is one of those; people love to
touch or kiss the tamb or walls of shrine to express their love
and respect and also to reduce the miseries of their life.
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8. DRINKING WATER:

This is another kind of ritual, which has 50m
significance among devotees. They do perform this Fitug,
because they think that it will help them heal their diseHSEE
and would lead them to a prosperous healthy life.

9. ZARKASNI(SHAVING THE BABY'S HEAD):

The most interesting ritual associated with the shring
of Shaikh Hamzah is the shaving of head of little babies, firg,
time after their birth called Zarkasni. For shaving of head, thg
saloons are already there for this purpose which are not paiq
by anybody except the parents of the baby. The saloons makg
good business as seasonally hundreds of such couples visi
various shrines and get the heads of their babies shaved. Thig
occasion is very attractive as during shaving of the baby
women who are already with the couple {parents of baby) sing
Kashmiri Ruf in praise of the enshrined saint and his miracles,

10. MONETARY CONTRIBUTIONS:

Most of the visitors give donations in the form of cash
or kind for maintenance of the shrine. Most of the time they
provide Teher (cooked food) and pudding (Halwa) to the
people present at the shrine and it attracts devotees and
people from the surrounding areas. So keeping such

orientation people believe that in reward this act will save
them from daily problems.

11.  RELIQUARY DEVOTION OR DISPLAY OF HOLY RELICS:

Relics may be loosely defined as the venerated remains
of venerable or saintly figures. A relic may be not only the
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physical remains of the saint, but also something they once

owned or wore and to which they thus imparted by contact an
aura of sanctity. By this principal of contagion, any item that
ONCE Was a possession or a part of a saintly person's body can
be seen and valued as an extension of that person's whole
self, no matter how seemingly insignificant, minuscule or now
detached in time and space. Among the relics, hairs, a
foatprint, a garment, turban, an item of armour or weaponry
is all to be found. The holy relics of the revered saints are
displayed at several specified occasion of the year after every

prayer during the day and devotees are seen waiting eagerly
after prayers to have a glimpse of the holy relics.

12.  CARRYING WATER TO SHRINE COMPLEX:

Carrying of water in pit to the shrine situated at the
hillock has also been a practice in Kashmir. During any
eventuality, continued dry or wet weather people from
different areas, especially from far and adjacent areas come in
crowds with pots filled with water and then pour it in a water
pond. The water of this pond was used for ablution by the
visitors throughout the year and the pond never dry.
Nowadays the pond remain filled with fresh water through
pipes.

CONCLUSION:

Almost every village in Kashmir has some of the Sufi
shrines in them. The people of these areas are not only well
versed with the name and place of the buried Sufi, but more
importantly they are also well versed with the period,
philosophy and works of these sufis. During medieval period
the Sufis were identified by their cult and different social
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activities, but during the modern period these Shrines arg
identified by the people as the promater of the concept of
living together, It is customary that on every thursday peopla
visit the different Sufi shrines of their localities. These Visitars
follow the norms and discipline of the shrine concerned. Both
the male and female devotees keep their heads covered with
caps and Dupatta respectively. During their visit all the pll‘-'ﬂlﬂﬂ
identify themselves as the followers of the enshrined Sufi. The
visit of the Sufi shrines is not confined to the local people, but
most of the shrines of Kashmir have tradition of attracting the
crowd at inter-district, intra-region & inter-regif:lnal level.
Some of the shrines attracted the crowd at the national level,
nature of the visitors promotes the
iural synthesis among the
| identities. The Sufj
rent cultures,

The heterogeneous
exchange of thoughts and cu
persons of the different gthnic and nationa

shrines act as the meeting places of the diffe .
Apart from the usual weekly visits, all the Sufi shrines organise

Urs (death anniversary) of the enshrined sufis. It is generally
believed that visiting of the Sufi shrines at the time of Urs is
the highest form of paying tribute to the sufis. Consequently, a
large number of people go 10 the shrines to pay tribute
together. At the time of the Urs one can find a cosmopolitan
type of atmosphere at the 5ufi shrines. The organization of the
Urs in continuous process and gathering of huge crowd on the
occasion are very effactive measures to promote the social
and regional cooperation. The Sufishrines promote the idea of
working together and praying together. It is important to
mention that whenever the people visit the Sufi shrines they
offer certain things such as dates, white sugar and pudding.
The raw materials of these foods are sold by the persons of
different religious backgrounds. The essence of shrines lies in
the beliefs of the visitors and the wishes they associate to the
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shrines. Overwhelmingly, shrines locally accommadate many
issues of the masses, especially of those who adhere to it. On
the basis of the results shown in this study it can be concluded
that rituals performed at shrines are the product of folk
wisdam.
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Mount of Gold

Farug Masud]
(Short Story - Halal Fiction)
Makhdoom Mandaw, Srinagar

16" Century
Baba Dawood was a prolific person. He was

Justice of the state, personal tutor to the Shahmiri princes,

famous poet of Persian and a great scholar of Arabic. He

w that

Chief
d

carried the political clout well; loved the pomp and sho

it bestowed upon him and enjoyed the social status that came

h his position as a justice of law and religion. He was also a

wit
wealthy man.

Every day he would board his gondola at Nawpora and

ceat of his immense poOWer and

travel to Naushera, the
e and hear. It was Very

ence. The gondola was 3 sight to se
with hundreds of trinkets

rhythmic and continuous

influ

huge; rowed by oars made of silver

adorning them and creating a very

usic. The jingle of the trinkets re
Makhdoom Mandaw canal,

m ached the ears of Sheikh

Hamzah who was residing at

Kalash Pora.
Whao was Sheikh Hamzah?

A great Kashmir sufi, scholar and social reformer.

8orn to a very pious family in Tujar, Varmul, he had

made Srinagar his home and was deeply involved with the

preaching of Islam to its people, He was not a hermit nor had
he renounced the world but lived a very austere and simple
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life. He kept vigil the whole night, ate very little and served pp,

public during the day.
One day he inquired about the noise coming from the
awood and his pompous Musicy

canal and was told about D
End E'ﬂ”Ed for DaWﬂuﬁ

Gondola. The Sheikh was hemused

these summons. He made g,

who was intrigued by
s door.

»pawood, | be
een sent 1o thig

appearance at the Sheikh’
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many prophets have b

lieve you are g

great scholar. HowW

world by Allah?”

“spposedly about one
t Allah knows pest”. Dawood replied.
re that each breath that 3

hundred and twenty four

thousand, bu

“Then you must be also awa
schola od is like murdering one

het in one breath. How many prophets have you
e Sheikh asked Dawood.

r takes without remembering G

prop
assassinated SO far Ya Dawood?” Th

Dawood Khaki was <tunned to hear this. He did not

umn to his gondola or his worldly po
of Sheikh Hamzah, there and

untarily donned the

ret sition.

He became a disciple
then, And with that decision, he vol
mantle of poverty, hardship, Qanna’t and fagr.

New York State Exchange

Usa

October 1929
In its long history, NYSE has been instrumental in

shaping up global events beyond its own houndaries. The
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most dreadful of them was the Great Depression which

impacted countries |ike Australia, Canada, Germany,
Netherlands, South Africa and United Kingdom.

The Great Depression was a dramatic, global economic
slide. Its beginning in the United States s associated with the
NYSE stock market crash on Octaber 20, 1929, known as Black
Tuesday. The depression had catastrophic effects in both the
industrialized countries and those which produced raw
materials. International trade had a sharp downturn, as did
personal incomes, tax revenues, prices and profits. Cities all
around the world were hit hard, especially those dependent
on heavy industry. Construction was practically halted in many

countries. Farming and rural areas suffered the most. And

there was widespread unemployment worldwide.

The NYSE crash resulted in political upheavals in some
countries, Democracy took a serious blow as dictators such as
Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini made major gains, which helped
set the stage for World War Il in 1939

More than 55 million bodies were given a bloodbath in
this war, courtesy NYSE, World’s largest trading floor.

Kohi Maraan, Srinagar

16" Century

The Sheikh initiated Dawood into his circle. Ego and
presumptuousness were the biggest hurdles to be crossed
before Dawood would graduate to the more complex stages
of Sufism.
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away from its noise and di

atop the mountain provided the ideal setting for spiritual

retreat.
One day the

’ and asked Dawood to bring the pebbles
ursed himself for having renounced all the

sheikh went into the woods to pass water

for Istinjo. Dawood

went away and ¢

\uxuries of life for these mean tasks which were fit only for a

cucker. It was 3 humiliating job. He very often missed his past

e rich life style that he had enjoyed.

glory and th
of America

New York Stock gxchange United 5tate

2001 AD

As the largest stock exchange in
k Exchange listed

the world, the

combine capital of sl New York Stoc

companies was §25.0 trillion, as of December 31, 2006.
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Listed as one of the biggest companies on NYSE, Enron
was an American energy corporation. Before its bankruptcy,
natural gas, pulp, paper, and communications company, with
revenue of 5111 billion. It got into disrepute when it was
revealed that its stupendous profits were sustained mostly by
institutionalized, ~systematic, and creatively planned
accounting fraud. Enron has since become a popular symbol of
willful corporate deceit, corruption and all consuming greed.

Enron created phantam shortages in California’s
unregulated electricity market to fleece consumers of an
estimated $30 billion during the 2001 energy crisis alone.

Enron duped its thousands of share holders who had
invested their monies through NYSE to make irrational profits
on their basic investments. Driven by excessive greed for
money, both were doomed: Enron as well as its shareholders.

Kohi Maraan, Srinagar

16™ Century

Painful memaories of his former opulence and affluence
caught up with Baba Dawood but he dismissed them and went
about looking for the pebbles of mud or soil.

To his surprise, he could not find one. He was delayed
and returned to the waiting Sheikh. “Dawood, what kept you
so long? Did you bring the pebbles?” The Shelkh asked.

“No”, He replied

“Why not?”
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“Recause the entire mountain has turned into Golgy

Dawood said.
“Then go and get the gold for Istinjal” The Sheiky

ordered.

"Can't do that. It is not allowed to dry oneself v,
metal”. Dawood found himself saying.

Sheikh Hamzah smiled and told Dawood, O, Dawooq
if all this gold is not worth even a drop of unclean water they
why do you crave for it? Go take it all. It is yours”.

With that revelation, Hamzah had penetrated deey
into Dawood's soul. He slowly rose to become the Shaikiy's
chief disciple many years later and is buried next to him, on
this mountain of Gold.

He did not have to suffer the Great Depression. Nor did
he lose his shares at NYSE.

He is resting in eternal peace.

By the side of his Murshid, Makhdoom Sahib; on the glowing

mountain of bliss, Kohi Maraan.
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Shaikh Hamzah Makhdum (1494-1576 C.E.):

A Social Reformer
Zeenat Akhter

From times immemorial Kashmir has been abode of
mystic sages and saints. The local ascetic order which has
been there in Kashmir before the advent of Islam in Kashmir
was called Reshut. The followers of this order were wondering
ascetics who lived their lives in self exiles wandering through
forests, caves, mountains and preferred to remain away from
their families and active social life. After advent and the
spread of Islam in Kashmir, the valley provided a fertile
scenario for the development of Islam as well as social
reformation introduced by the vanguards of Islam like Mir
Sayyid Ali Hamadani and his group of outstanding Muslim
scholars and disciples. Besides such towering personalities
from foreign lands like central Asia, the movement of socio-
religious transition in Kashmir was also championed and
accelerated by the native legendaries like Shaikh-ul Aalam and
Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum the later popularly known as
Sultan-ul Arifin and Mahbub-al Aalam.

In the past the Hindu kings of north India claimed their
allegiance to the sun or to the moon and were accordingly
addressed as Swurojvansi or Chaonderwansi kings. Amang
Chandevansi kings Susaram Chander was the last king of
Nagarkot. After his death when his son Mull Chander forced to
renounce his throne in Nagarkote (Kangda) sought refuge in
Kashmir, where his friend Ziya Suham Deva (Raja Jai Singh
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the forefather of the Shalkh Hamzihh Makhdup, " l
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was borm In 1494 CE In village Iu_ffm fﬂnﬂ jacen t:
Zalnageer and S0pOTt: [lsl Maryam W'”"I hi "f“ﬂhur nd f,
{ather, Shalkh Usmaf Ralna was ﬂlﬁtimhlll'; mian of Intuurliy
ceputation and & disciple of famots Sufi _S alkh stamil zyp
cubrawl, As a child Makhdum Sahib was sent to the Villp
Vaktah where he learnt the Holy Quran, and Apyy,
lanauage. His grandfather; Zyeti Raina, then took hip y,
Srinapar, where he met Baba Fatullah (son of Ismal) and
joined the Dar-u-Shifa madrasa of Baba lsmail Zahid Kubrayg,
who had been appointed by the Sultan Hasan Sk
(prominent ruler of shah Mir dynasty) as the Shaikh-ul Islam o
Kashimir, Here he studied Sufism, the Qur'an, Hadith, Islam
Jurisprudence, Arabic and Persian languages. At Srinagar
Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum was nurtured and raised to higher
spiritual states. He later became a disciple of the famous
suhraward! sufi, Sayyid Jamalud Din Bukhari, After this, he
had to undergo a formal training in Sufism under the spiritual
auide for which he was Instructed through a dream that Allah
had sent a saintly person, to guide him, it was revealed to him
that he was staying at Yatoos Seminary and he must go there
to meal him. Thus, soon after getting this pleasing tiding
Shalkh Hamzahh Makhdum felt impatient and went to see
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Sayyid lamal-ud Din Bukhari. He was blessed with his luminous
glance. Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum stood there for a while and
could understand that the perfect guide had called him soon
he was addressed, “I have got information in revelation about
your worship, mystic exercise, education, understanding,
remembrance, concentration, self realization, sincerity and
the search for Allah. You have been handed over to me for
spiritual instruction and guidance. Now a particular and a
permanent relationship of Guide-disciple and father-son
between you and me have taken. | have accepted you as my
son. Try very hard with full perseverance for the achievement
of your purpase in my service and obedience.”

Some faithful saint had sent a big tray of a bread and
meat to Sayyid Jamal-ud Din Bukhari out of hospitality before
the arrival of Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum which had been
distributed among the people present there and which they
had even taken. The Sayyid had reserved a portion for him,
which he bestowed to Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum on hie
arrival. When he acted upon the order of the Saint, and taok
his portion, the mysteries of the sacred world began to get
revealed to him, then Sayyhid Jamal-ud Din kept his cap on
Shaikh Hamzahh's head and put up him in seclusion for some
days and made an augury so that he could come to know
about the blessings in his favor when he acted upon the
blessed orders of Sayyid Jamal-ud Din Bukhari. Unusual
happenings came into being by dint of the Togwah of the
Shaikh. He narrated his inner desires to the praised Saint after
his seclusion, which he accepted. Then he took an allegiance
in the blessed hand of the praised saint till joy and satisfaction
was created in his blessed heart. Later on, the praised Saint
instructed and trained him continuously for six months and
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nacked his bag and DaBBIEE for the return Journey ¢
Kashmir, Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum also made up hi i o

Secre

hay

go with him, “You are solace of my spirit, and withgy, o Iﬂtg
is very difficult’, he told him. Pleasure is difficyj Wiu:, iy
looking to your beauty. But the praised saint tolq hirm t:u‘:

Cli

travelling is next to infidelity.

One, who is incapable of travelling the reality, ne,
cuch a travelling. The heart is the traveler of the reality, \,
always soars high in the earth and the skies, the worlg
angels and the wonders of Allah. Shaikh Hamzahh Mﬂkhdum
requested that from whom he would have enquired ag pq,, i
overcome the accidents of the way and the difficuitipe of th,
stations in his absence and where from to get it solveq, The
praised saint said that whenever he would think about hirm, |'I{-;
would be present to solve his problems. Thus solaceqd thp?
praised saint and left from there.

When the perfect guide, Hadhrat Sayyid Jamaul-ud pj,
Bukhari returned to Delhi after Staying here continually for S
months, he seated Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum on the throp
of succession and ordered and advised him to continue h
preaching in Srinagar and its suburbs in seclusion and &
public, in journey and at home; in short to water the religi
of Islam everywhere in cities, towns and villages and quend
the thirst of the thirsty of spirituality and spiritual experien
and save the people from misguidance of the people :j

hin;h
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deviation from Allah. He acted upon this order with full
sincerity and got success in his mission (social reformation),

Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum contributed meaningfully
towards strengthening the foundation of Islam in Kashmir
which had heen eroded by conflicting beliefs and customs, he
tried to promote Islamic practices by frequent interactions
with his disciples. He worked as an active missionary and 2
crusader of puritan |slam. Depending on their capacity, he
prescribed different spiritual prescriptions to different
aspirants. He usually stressed on the obligatory and non-
obligatory prayers, utterances of glorification of Allah,
recitation of Qur'an, fasting, seclusion and repentance for sins,
Those who obeyed him experienced a dramatic spiritual
change that transformed their life and behavior.

His missionary activity revolved mainly round his
attempt to reorient the souls of the Muslims by inspiring them
to follow Islam both in letter and spirit. To achieve this end he
took many steps besides giving homilies to the masses who
thronged to him daily, Having considered the significance of
the mosque as an important institution for Islamizing the
Muslims society, the Shaikh launched a movement of building
mosques in different areas and to create a popular
enthusiasm in this regard he himself set out for constructing
mosques and built many at different villages.

It is also important to mention that Shaikh Hamzahh
Makhdum did not compromise on anything that did not
accord with Sharigh. He rejected instrumentak music, as he
regarded it forbidden by Sharigh. Once upon on his way to
offer prayers, Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum incidentally heard
instrumental music. Upon this, he performed his ablution
afresh because he had heard forbidden practice.
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olace to relieve the peo is superstition. He declared
for good. He advised the

that all evil spirits had vanished
he two springs and invited

residents of the area to clean up t
them to build a mosque at this site. He himself participated in

He also initiated the construction of mosques
in several other villages by the side of springs that were
thought to have been in habited by devils. As the springs were
cleaned and mosques puilt, people get rid of superstitions and
turned their alienation to all and their true faith got restored,
There was an enormous tree in Udhangam

(Wuhangam/ area. The infidels thought it sacred and
worshiped it. When the Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum visited
e axed the roots of that tree and felled it and laid
which was lead to

hurde
to his notice that

particular willow t
frequented by evil spirits. Anyone

area between dusk and da

its construction.

that village, h
the foundation of Mosque there,
completion by righteous people. shangapal is a highland place
in the Aragam area that too was full of ghosts and jinns. There
was a big spring, where the infidels had carved a big idol out
of a big rock. These people worshiped that idol and the spring
so much that sheep were sacrificed after the name of devils
and the rituals of paganism were performed. When Makhdum
Sahib passed that way, he staggered it from the mountain side
with the help of his disciples. He removed the fear of evil
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spirits and ghosts from the hearts of the people. He worked
himself and got constructed a Mosque. He did not permit the
infidels to perform the paganish rituals there anymore,
similarly mosques were constructed in the valley of
Gandapore, Phamoon, Algosa, Krimshore, Newoosa and
Owayan and other places by his great efforts.

The problem of conflicting orders of Rishism and
sufism which had divided the Muslims in Kashmir was
addressed by Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum, He advised the
people to forget their differences and follow footsteps of the
Prophet Muhammad (SAW). To him goes the credit of
successfully merging Rishism with the Sufism and thereby
opposing and exposing the hypocrites. He made Baba Harde
Rishi, the last among the Prominent Muslims Rishis to give up
certain staunch practices which had no relevance in Shariah.
The Shaikh enrolled him as a disciple and thus effectively
assimilated different orders of Sufism in Kashmir which helped
to eradicate evils which were practiced by so called mystics of
the land under the garb of Sufism. Thus the Sufi’s belonging to
differant orders were woven into one fraternity. The Shaikh
also persuaded his disciples to do manual labour and live on
their own earnings. The greatest contribution of Shaikh
Hamzahh Makhdum, however, was in halting the wave of
dividing the muslims on the basis of their sects.

Thus Shaikh Hamzahh Makhdum truly turned out as
the Vanguard of Islamic spirit during a phase of crises and lit
the glorious lamp of [slam by his teachings, producing eminent
scholars and disciples. Allah had favored Shaikh Hamzahh
Makhdum with such high status and unlimited blessings that
in every word and action, happenings and events a clear
glimpse of his revelations, miracles and manifestations was
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