
Two Day International Seminar on Linguistic and Literary Traditions of Kashmir. 

The two day Seminar titled “Linguistic and Literary Traditions of Kashmir” was 

organized by Markaz-i Noor, Centre for Shaikh-ul Aalam Studies in collaboration with 

Contemporary Arab and Muslim Cultural Studies Institute (CAMCSI), University of 

North Texas on 24th and 25th August, 2012. 

The inaugural function was attended by eminent scholars, Kashmir University 

faculty members, writers and media persons. Deputy Chairman, J&K Legislative 

Council and eminent writer M.Y.Taing presided over the function while Dean 

Academic Affairs, Kashmir University Prof Ali Muhammad Shah was the chief guest on 

the occasion, Dr. Syed  Fayaz the then Registrar, University of Kashmir was the guest of 

Honour. 

The scholarly seminar aptly commenced its inaugural session with the KU’s 

anthem “Mouj Kasheer”” and a melodic recitation of the Kalam-i Shaikh-ul Aalam(RA) 

by Masarat-un Nisa. In his welcome address Guest of Honour and Chairman of Markaz-

i Noor, Centre for Shaikh-ul Aalam Studies, Prof. Basher Bashir thanked the audience 

for participation and described the seminar as an “unprecedented program of 

international linkage”. 

Prof. Basher Bashir laid emphasis on the KU’s recent endeavors in encouraging 

research by underlining its outreach programme and the planned introduction of Ph.D 

and M.Phil courses to the curriculum before opening the podium to Prof. Syed Fayaz 

Ahamd, the then Registrar KU, who described the seminar as “valuable link not just to 

the scholarly community, but to the entire society, aimed at propagation of values.”  

Speakers on the occasion highlighted history and attributes of the Kashmiri 

language and named it as one of the reputed and prominent languages in India. Special 

guests on the occasion, Prof. Margoob Banihali recounted the historical significance of 

Kashmiri language. He further said that “Traditions of faith and humanity established by 

saint poetess Lad Ded and Shaikh-ul Aalam” continue to exist, these but lamented that 

the little known native languages like Rambani and Kishtwari are dying a slow death. 

In his presidential address, M.Y. Teng reminded the audience of the respect and 

attention that Kashmiri language has received from the pens of distinctive writers like 

Mirza Ghalib, Herodotus and Kalidasa while revealing that Kashmir is testament to 

richness of culture, Teng impressed upon one and all to work for giving the real status to 

Kashmiri language which it deserves.  

Speaking on the occasion, Prof A.M. Shah siad that people here have not done 

justice with Kashmiri language by not being able to market the language within the state 

or in the rest of India. 

  “We can only get rid off the complex by encouraging our children to speak and 

express themselves in mother tongue” Prof. Shah added.  

The inaugural session ended with the distribution of mementos and a vote of 

thanks by Dr. Sadaf Munshi, faculty member from the University of North Texas. She 

expounded on the works of CAMSI and expressed gratitude to the Chairman for his 

cooperation and to the members of audience for their presence. 

 


